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In the darkened, circular Crown Theater at Rio, a hushed crowd waits patientlyv—eves
directed towards the glittering, curtained stage—for a chance to witness a singing
production that will bring to life the legendary Michael Jackson for just one more
night. When lookalike Michaeal Firestone take the stage, they know they'll gat what
they came for. In a pared down production that puts Firestone's startlingly Jackson-
like voice on display, MJ Live fills the void that the King of Pop's early death left in the
hearts of his many fans. Covering all of Jackson's hits, from “Billie Jean” to “Human
Mature,” "Beat It," "Black or White" and, of course, “Thriller,” Firestone and his cast of
talented dancers (you'll love their charming gang-style dance-off during “Beat It")
create a concert experience Jackson would've been proud to inspire. We talked to
the man behind the Michael you have to see to believe and found out about how he
created MJ Live, what led him on his path towards a career as an impersonator and
even found out what a day in the life of a Michael Jackson impersonator looks like,

WO How o powr aporacialion for
vt il A carser?
Firestone: | didn't ever realhy plan
an it. | pest learned to dance Lo bry
Lo make friends and be cocoler in
elementary school, Thon, over the
yrars, | got [mom] attention from
dancing and started entering talent
shows and winning. My voice maturally
saundad kind of [we his and | saew
a coupls tr o5 in my teens and
decided to give it a shot
Wor What ang your personal keys
for creating & realfy true, Sebovalde
Michae! for crowds, what go thoy
wantt o soe and what don't they
wanl fo see?
F: They want to see Michaal Jackson
I'hiry like ko 588 The Fight costumas
the right dance [routines), The wice
erg it starts for me, He was a
singer first, 1 think whan wou onan
yous mouth and don't sound like him,
you kind of losa half of th diznce
A lob of guys can dance, but not many
can sing. [Audiences] don't want see
Sameone wid Thinks tThey ade gaing
to replace Michael, either. Mo o will
aver replace him. | am happy if | come
15% &5 close. Ho was llke Superman.
Batmian can nover he Supermarn

WA Do pows sver ged pecpalEs o
o the

o wha sser fo
nol Michael far a n

down It makes me sad. | loved when
m was s5ill with us because | could
fonl them and they wauld walk away
thinking they just met him. Mow it's
just sad because thay know they
maver will mast him

WD What does a day w the §eofa
Felchand Jackson impersonator fook Me?
F: Busy. | wake up and then ¢as
anout six hours befare the show
Can’t eat aftor that because food
and spinning dan't mix. | start
stratching and do vocal warmups
aoout five hours before the show
Then | take an Epsom salt bath,
start makeuo about two and a half
nours before the show, after the
thow, | do a meat and greaat, which
| lowe, Than | take the makeun off
and prepgang costumes and wids
for thie next day. Usually | watch
Goodfellzs while | attempt 1o sleep
wihieh is iImpossible after the Fush
af performing. Wake up the next
day and start all over, | paerfarm
soven days a week at the Rie and
the davs I'm off | fly arownd the

country deing shows in ather
towris. | newer really have a break,
but | Teel like I've rested erough in
the past, soit's cool

WO Can pow el me abaoot The
process for constricting the show;
how you deciaied what ko inciude and
what feel you wanbed fo create?

F: | wanted it to fit the title of

I Live—ald stuff, new stuff and
averything in betwern. | worknd wi
my mrother, Eric Martin, far about
two weeks getting the stuff togethes,
it was pretty casy becauss we work
together all the timae, We wanted to
rack pooole, make them cry, then
sock tham again

WO What & your favorihe song fo
perform duning the show?

F: "Hurnan Mature™ and “Billie Joan ™
I'hey're placed in the shaow at good
times to get good reactions. The
crosecls Rave b excellent here

in Toweny, ' wery grateful for the
tourists who Ccome to the snow, but
aspecially o the locals who come
QUL every might, o mal somn
wedndertul peaphe

MU Live | Mightly, 5 pm. | $T8.72,
F46.88 | Rio | BAR-F27-6066
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